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Examination Results
We are delighted to announce 
that 82% of students achieved a 
grade 4 or above in English and 
75% achieved a grade 4 or above 
in Mathematics. We can report that 
67% achieved a grade 4 or above in 
both English and Mathematics.

There are many other curriculum areas 
that have achieved outstanding results, 
for example in Religious Studies, 79% 
of students achieved a grade 4 or 
above with 69% achieving a grade 5 
or above and 21 students achieving 
the top grade 9. Some subjects, under 
the Reformed GCSEs have seen a huge 
increase in course content which has 
presented many Teaching and Learning 
challenges. The examinations have 
been more demanding and we are 
pleased to announce that many subjects, 
notably English, Religious Studies and 
History have met these challenges with 
enormous success.

As a truly comprehensive school that 
values its vocational pathways, we are 
also pleased to announce a 100% pass 
rate in Food Technology, Sport VCert 
and Construction, with almost half of 
those awarded a Distinction grade.

We continue to promote the benefi ts of 
early entry qualifi cations and advocate 
students sitting exams early when 
appropriate and where possible.
100% of students who took their PE 
GCSE early in Year 10 have achieved 
a grade 6 or higher. All 49 Sport BTEC 
students achieved a Merit grade or 
better. 100% of students who took their 
Mathematics early achieved a grade 4 
or above and 86% achieved a grade 4 
or above in English Language. This year 
we took the unprecedented decision 
to enter ten Year 9 students for their 
Mathematics and are delighted to report 
that two of those students achieved 
the top grade 9, with the other eight 
students achieving a grade 8.

The staff  of St Paul’s Academy continue 
to strive to do their very best for all 
students irrespective of ability and in 
all aspects of school life. The collegiality 
of staff  and students alike are to be 
celebrated and commended. We would 
like to off er our heartfelt congratulations 
to the students in all that they have 
achieved in the past fi ve years at St 
Paul’s and we wish them every possible 
success as they embark on the next 
stage of their education and training.

New Principal

It is a great honour and 
privilege to be the Principal 
of such an exceptional school. 
I joined the staff  in 2009 as 
Assistant Principal for Teaching 
& Learning, then became 
Vice Principal in 2015, Head 
of School in 2017 and was 
appointed Principal in 2018.

It is my belief the education of 
our young people at St Paul’s 
encompasses their academic 
achievements and successes, 
as well as their formation as 
thoughtful and responsible 
citizens navigating their way 
through life according to the 
Gospel values.

Education is for life and at St Paul’s 
we are committed to the growth 
and development of the whole 
child, emotional, intellectual, 
mental, physical and spiritual. We 
embrace with confi dence the 
challenge to promote the best 
education for our young people 
whose futures are entrusted to us.

We are able to achieve the high 
expectations we have for all our 
students because of the strong 
home school partnership we foster 
between families and the Academy, 
and I am very much looking forward 
to continuing to work with you to 
ensure the greatest possible success 
for your children, our students

Miss S Malone
Principal

Congratulations to the Class of 2018
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Welcome to New 
Members of Staff

We are fully staffed at St Paul’s 
and I am delighted to welcome 
colleagues who have joined the 

staff this academic year:

Creativity & Technologies
Mr Olusanya - ICT

English & Communications
Ms Grindley - MFL

Ms Hart
Mr McGettigan - MFL

Mr Rodriguez Barbon - MFL
Ms Stewart

Inclusion
Miss Faucher

Maths & Commerce
Mr Stewart

Performance Arts
Mr Candy – Director of Arts

Ms Croft - Drama
Ms Lockwood - Music

Pure & Applied Science
Mrs Akpe
Mr Kellie

Ms Tamara

Religion & Society
Ms Buckley – Geography

Mr Coyle – Religious Studies

On behalf of St Paul’s I would  
like to thank Dr John Crowley, 

Parent Governor, for the positive 
impact he has made during 

his tenure.  We wish him all the 
best for the future.  There is now 

a vacancy on the Governing 
Body for a new Parent Governor.  

Further details will be sent to 
families through In Touch at the 

beginning of November.

Jack Petchey Award Winner 
The Jack Petchey award for September 
was awarded to Karolina Holm. 
The English and Communication 
department were delighted to 
recognize Karolina as she has been 
an incredible asset in the classroom. 
Karolina moved to St. Paul’s in Year Nine 
and has been an absolute pleasure to 
teach since she came to the school. 
She works hard as evidenced by her 
achievement of a GCSE in English and 
Maths. She is also a very kind student 
and we will miss her when she leaves.

Well done Karolina, you are a most 
deserving winner!

Year 7 Health Day and Liturgy 
On Friday 21st September, all Year 7 students participated in the annual Health 
Day which consisted of workshops on Mental Health, Resilience and E-Safety. Our 
facilitators, St Paul’s Academy staff, all commented on the exemplary behaviour 
displayed by our students as well as the thought-provoking questions they posed 
during the sessions. It was quite impressive to hear our Year 7 students speak 
confidently about the importance of staying safe online as well as the need for being 
aware of mental health issues. 

 We welcomed parents/carers to celebrate with us at the Liturgical Service in the 
Assembly Hall to give thanks for the start of the new academic year. We wish our Year 
7 students all the best in their journey here at St Paul’s.

Student Success at KS3 and KS4
Many families attended the Success Meetings hosted by Ms Tudor, Vice Principal for 
Teaching and Learning.  Presentations at these meetings shared information with 
families on how they can assist their child in reaching their full potential.  These 
presentations are now available on our website as a helpful resource for families.
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The Community Walk & Radio Interview 
On the 20th July we continued our 
campaign on the safety of our local area.

We organised a walk to show our local 
Councillors, Davidson and Hartley, how 
we as young people felt about our area 
and how our local surroundings have 
become negative over a period of time.

We felt this was very important mainly 
because these were the areas that we 
as young people grew up in and saw 
the way our “home” is changing.  

All members of citizens UK are under 
the age of 16 and are able to remember 
what their childhood was like, 
growing up with lots of fun and very 
few worries. Nowadays things have 
changed dramatically; for example it is 
not unusual to see children at the age 
of 10 and above getting involved in 
gangs and gang crime and violence.  

We felt it was very important to give 
our councillors a visual experience of 
our concerns, so they are aware of how 
our local environment impacts on our 
wellbeing. We were hoping they would 
acknowledge our worries and concerns 
and hopefully find a way to support  
our campaign.

During their Election Campaign 
Councillor Davidson and Hartley 
promised us (Citizens UK) that, in their 
first 100 days of being councillors, they 
would go on a walk around with us; 
they have now honoured this.

We felt strongly we should make 
Cllrs Davidson and Hartley aware 
of the problems our community 
are experiencing throughout our 
environment, such as: smashed glass 
bottles in local parks; dark alley ways, 
tunnels and bridges (due to poor 
lighting); lack of security cameras in 
areas we felt they were needed most; 
gang and knife crime escalating in 
our locality; the environment scarred 
by needles, cigarette butts and used 
syringes, often in parks where young 
children play.

The main areas we visited were around 
Abbey Wood and Plumstead, such as 
along the bank, Plumstead Gardens 
and Abbey Wood train station.

After the meeting both councillors 
gave us details of websites and phone 
numbers to call or email if we had any 
enquiries/issues. They also mentioned 
the things they were able to fix, but 
said some of the issues they were 
unable to resolve themselves. The 
councillors notified us when they 
would be in touch with the solutions to 
our problems.  

This led onto doing a radio interview 
with our local MP, Theresa Pearce 
for Radio Thamesmead.  Radio 
Thamesmead (RTM) was first 
launched in 1978 from Tavy Bridge in 
Thamesmead.  It ran for almost twenty-

five years and was shut down partly 
due to the internet taking the world 
by storm, which reduced the amount 
of listeners. The RTM is due to be 
relaunched in October of this year. 

When Ms Pearce arrived, she was 
greeted warmly by our Principal, Miss 
Malone, who gave her a short tour of the 
Academy before our interview, which 
took place in our school recording studio 
on the 12th of September.  

The interview lasted for approximately 
an hour and in that time we managed 
to ask Theresa Pearce questions 
concerning our campaign for the safety 
of our community.

We believe the interview enabled Theresa 
Pearce to take into account some of 
our problems and concerns and our 
determination to make a positive impact 
on our local area and community. We 
felt the interview went very well. We 
asked her some tough questions which 
she answered openly, giving us the 
impression she understood, cared, and 
was able to relate to us. 

She certainly took our situation 
seriously. She has invited us to meet 
her at her place of work (The Houses of 
Parliament) and also to do a follow up 
an interview in the future.
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2018 SPA School Sleep Out

With the beginning of the new 
academic year, SPA staff and students 
quickly came together to launch the 
first of many enterprise and fundraising 
initiatives to take place this year in 
support of a number of nominated 
charities.  With the formation of 
our first SPA student Enterprise and 
Charity Committee, research into 
which charity we would support led 
us to the decision to support the vital 
work of Centrepoint UK – the UK’s 
leading youth homelessness charity.  
With youth homelessness on the rise, 
Centrepoint support more than 9,200 
homeless 16-25 year olds into a home 
and a job each year.

As well as raising much needed 
funds for Centrepoint UK, it is also 
important that students are educated 
on the issues which can lead to youth 
homelessness, the solution to youth 
homelessness and how our school 
community can help in supporting 
this process.  Through year group 
assemblies and form time discussions, 
students have gained a greater 
knowledge and understanding of 
youth homelessness.  Possessing such 
knowledge and understanding of such 
an issue inevitably leads to enhanced 
passion and action in wanting to 
contribute to such a worthy cause.

Our Enterprise and Charity Committee 
(made up of students across Years 
9-11) working alongside Year 8 and 

9 students who are part of our SPA 
Achieve Programme, worked extremely 
hard to raise awareness of youth 
homelessness across the Academy 
and what we as a school community 
are doing to support Centrepoint 
UK.  Students developed displays 
and information stands which they 
confidently spoke about to prospective 
Year 7 students and parents during our 
annual Open Day and Open Mornings 
this term.  Our fundraising campaign 
was kick started during our Open Day 
on Saturday 29th September with 
students selling donuts, cakes and 
Leo’s famous pasta which all proved 
extremely popular with guests and staff 
alike.  Following this we held a bake 
sale which was also fully supported by 
staff and students.

 In order to further develop the sense 
of empathy which both students and 
staff felt towards this cause, as well as 
a deeper understanding of the society 
we live in through learning about 
homelessness, on Friday 5th October, 
80 students from Years 7-11, as well as 
14 SPA staff, participated in our ‘2018 
SPA School Sleep Out’.

Our ‘2018 SPA School Sleep Out’ started 
at 7pm on Friday evening and finished 
at 8am on Saturday morning.  The 
event took place in the grounds of the 
school campus, outside in our sheltered 
junior courtyard.  Throughout the 
duration of the event all students were 
exceptionally well behaved and visibly 
enjoyed what can only be described as 
a surreal experience.  Students enjoyed 
participating in activities laid on 
throughout the evening with students 
in all year groups positively interacting 
with one another, dancing and 
playing games, all in the absence of 
technology and social media which our 
young people in today’s society have 
become so accustomed to.  Although 
faced with challenges throughout the 
evening, students rallied together to 
help and support each other, showing 
care and compassion as they all found 
themselves in a unique situation for 
one night.  At what was most definitely 
a memorable experience for all 
involved, our ‘2018 SPA School Sleep 
Out’ helped to empower our students 
to make a difference and help change 
the lives of 16-25 year olds who have 
nowhere to call home.

Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in ActionFaith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action    •    Faith in Action



Having set themselves a challenge 
to test skills of determination, self-
motivation and resilience, while sitting 
and enjoying breakfast together the 
following morning, staff and students 
took time to reflect on their experiences.  
With the stark realities of what it may 
feel like to be homeless striking a chord 
with all participants, Year 8 student, 
Chaze commented on how difficult and 
eye opening she found the experience, 
expressing how she ‘couldn’t do it’, she 
‘couldn’t be homeless’, ‘it’s not nice’.  Chaze 
reflected on how uncomfortable it is to 
sleep on a cold hard ground, how difficult 
it is to sleep with noise all around and 
as morning approached how the light 
stopped her from sleeping.  These words 
resonated strongly with all participants 
and reflected many people’s experiences 
of our ‘Sleep Out’.  A huge well done to 
all participants on the evening for giving 
their time in empathy of the situation so 
many others simply know as their reality.

As well as raising awareness of 
youth homelessness and the work 
of Centrepoint, once all sponsorship 
money has been collected and 
counted it is hoped that, in true St 
Paul’s Academy style, we can raise a 
substantial amount of money for this 
worthy cause. 

In a culmination of all of our efforts, on 
Wednesday 10th October staff and 
students across the Academy once 
again joined forces to participate in our 
annual ‘Lap for Life’ in aid of Centrepoint 
UK.  This was a very enjoyable event 
which epitomised our ethos of ‘Faith in 
Action’.  More details about ‘SPA Lap for 
Life 2018’ will feature in the next edition 
of our newsletter when we will also be 
able to reveal how much our school 
community has managed to raise.

Miss Duffy

Continue the Story Competition
The English team held a ‘Continue 
the Story Competition’ on Open Day 
which saw over 40 students take 
part from 15 local Primary schools. 
Our fantastic SPA guides encouraged 
students to let their creativity flow as 
they were asked to continue writing 
from a choice of three different 
opening lines. We received so many 
outstanding entries that it was 
impossible for the whole English 
team to decide on just one winner! 
Our two chosen winners from have 
been sent certificates and we look 
forward to the stories next year will 
bring. We wanted to share their 
fantastic writing:

Entry from St Fidelis Catholic 
Primary School:

As the flashing lights came toward 
me, I knew...

…that I had done something wrong! 
The police were coming for me. 
My heart was beating so hard, like 
a drum. Weee-ooo, “You’re under 
arrest.” I instantly put my hands up 
and froze. They put hand cuffs on me 

and threw me into the car. When I 
arrived I knew where I was, a youth 
home, where naughty people went. 
Some mean boys sniggered at me as 
I stared at the floor. They took me into 
a separate room and gave me some 
biscuits to survive on for the rest of 
the day. Would somebody come and 
take me away? They slammed the 
metal door and I was left weeping. 
This must have been a mistake?

Entry from Gallions Mount 
Primary School:

I was told there was only one rule I 
must follow if I wanted to live in Manor 
House and that was, ‘The basement 
door must never be opened’...

…but curiosity got the best of me. 
I took the map of the Manor House 
and planned what I was going to do! 
Four hours later and I had already 
snuck out of my bedroom. The floor 
board kept creaking, that was a real 
problem! Finally, I got there. At the 
door was a key hole. Fortunately, it 
was open. I peeked inside and that’s 
when I regretted it...

Year 11 Students at Open Day
At the recent Open Day, all members 
of the school community were 
excellent ambassadors but two 
members of the Year 11 Leadership 
team really went above and beyond 
to promote St Paul’s. 

Sharon Orhue-Evian, stepped up at 
the last minute, giving an endearing 
speech about how the school has 
supported her during her time here 
and helped develop her into a much 
stronger young woman. This was 
followed by Kachi Igwe, with moral 
support in the form of his dad, putting 
his strong voice to good use, giving 
a passionate speech about his time 
at St Paul’s and how the school has 
helped him to become a leader. Both 
students spoke about how grateful 
they were for the opportunity to share 
their experiences with prospective 
parents and students.  
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First Impressions and Open Day

As one cohort leaves a new one 
enters, and looking to the future we 
have started the recruitment process 
for our next cohort in 2019.  Our 
Open Day and Open Mornings have 
been a great success.  Visitors have 
thoroughly enjoyed talking to staff and 
students and it was good to receive 
so much positive feedback about 
what St Paul’s has to offer, as well as 
the many compliments our student 
guides were given.  They were excellent 
ambassadors for the Academy.

Year 7 students

Students in Year 7 have settled very 
well and have made a wonderful  
start to their secondary career at St 
Paul’s.  Ashley and Molly-Jean spoke 
at the Open Day and Open Mornings 
about their first impressions of being 
a Year 7 student at St Paul’s and they 
made a great impression on all who 
heard them.

Ashley’s speech

Hello my name is Ashley and I and 
I am here to tell you about what an 
incredible school this is. I started at St 

Paul’s this September in Year 7. In Year 
7, your child will know it is the school 
for them as soon as they get here. 
The school seems big, at first but you 
will learn your way around quickly. 
All teachers and adults at St Pauls 
Academy will assist your child if they 
feel overwhelmed during the  
transition phase. I was also slightly 
nervous but very quickly realised that 
the school is a community much like 
my own family. I now feel comfortable 
and happy and enjoy my learning  
every day.

I have experienced many moments at 
this school and not one of them was 
negative. It is great here as the teachers 
give stickers which can be exchanged 
at the reward shop. This is when you 
display good behaviour and you are 
ready for learning. 

This school is a great school not only 
because of the children but also 
because of the amazing teachers. The 
teachers will help you in lessons also 
after school to ensure that sure you are 
always performing at your best.

 I hope your child has a fantastic time at 
St Paul’s Academy.

Molly-Jean’s speech

Hello everyone, my name is Molly-Jean 
and I am a Year 7 student at St Paul’s 
Academy. I’m here to let you know why 
I think this is the right place for your 
child. I will also share my experience 
at St Paul’s Academy so far. At first I 
thought that I wasn’t going to fit in, 
or make any friends, then I found out 
that I was mistaken. No matter what 
ability, what belief you have or what 
background you’re from, there is always 
a place for you here at St Paul’s. 

In my opinion, St Paul’s isn’t just a 
school; it’s where friendships are built, 
where memories are created, it’s a 
place where laughter is shared. I’ve only 
been here for a couple of weeks but 
I’m honoured to be part of the St Paul’s 
community. I would also like to add 
that it’s not just the students that make 
the school, it’s the teachers as they are 
the glue that holds us together; they 
are our backbone. So if your child is 
ever in need they shouldn’t hesitate to 
come and ask for help. 

In closing, I am uncertain of what the 
future will hold for me, it will be a roller 
coaster of emotions but I am certain 
that this is the right school for your 
child. I’m happy to be here and I hope 
the next Year 7s will be too.
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GCSE Astronomy Students
We were recently given the opportunity by St Paul’s Academy 
to do an additional GCSE being offered at The Royal 
Observatory in Greenwich: GCSE Astronomy. We now attend 
lessons at the Observatory every Saturday. These lessons 
last for two and a half hours, filled with mass amounts of 
information - sometimes it can be a lot to take in but because 
of our enthusiasm, we enjoy the challenge. The course has 
encouraged us to be accountable for our learning, giving us 
an insight to education and life beyond St. Paul’s.

SPA’s Annual 
Music Festival
The 9th Annual St. Pauls Academy 
Music Festival took place on the week 
of the 9th of July. 

The week-long festival celebrated 
the love and passion students in the 
academy have for Music and performing. 

As in previous years, students were 
treated to a number of live performances 
in the assembly hall. This year, we were 
lucky enough to have created a great 
connection with East London Academy 
of Music (ELAM) through one of our past 
pupils. This student got in contact to help 
bring some amazing, up and coming 
talent to St Paul’s to perform for us. We are 
delighted to have this connection with 
ELAM, with two more of our musically 
talented students taking up positions at 
the college this academic year. 

A capacity Assembly hall sung, danced 
and clapped along to the Music artists  
as they wowed us with their 
outstanding talents. 

To round off the 
week in style, we 
had our Talent 
show day. Friday 
the 12th, brought 
about an amazing 
showcase of 
the talent here 
in St. Paul’s 
Academy. A range 
of Instrument 
categories from 
Voice to Piano and 
even Battle of the 
Band’s led to an 
 outstanding winner’s finale in the 
afternoon where our participants  
awed the audience of students  
and teachers.

The Judges had a difficult decision 
in choosing our winners but the 9th 
Annual St. Paul’s Young Musicians of 
the year 2018 was awarded to Joshua 
Robinson and Ben Watts. 

The current Y11 students are studying 
GCSE Music and shocked the audience 
with their own original composition.

The music was produced by Ben with 
some hard hitting lyrics written by 
Joshua which provided the students 
with a winning song. The song entitled 
“Pain” was the talk of staff and students 
for many days to follow. 

The Music Department would like 
to extend our sincere thanks to all 
performers, participants and staff for the 
support throughout the week. Here’s 
to a bigger and better festival next 
summer, to help celebrate the 10th year 
of the Academy’s Music Festival. 

Year 11 Trip to Berlin
Following the highly successful trip that took place last year, 
Ms Darby, with the help of the History department, organised 
and ran another successful trip to Berlin. We spent three days 
and two nights exploring the historical sites that Berlin had to 
offer. We were very busy with activities each day that linked in 
effectively with the new GCSE curriculum. Students got the 
opportunity to visit key places such as the Stasi prison camp 
Hohenschonhausen, Sachsenhausen concentration camp, a 
walking tour focusing on the divide between East & West Berlin 
and the House of Wansee-Conference. We were also assisted 
with excellent tour guides for each activity who shared great 
historical knowledge with students and staff. Our students 
were excellent ambassadors for St Paul’s Academy and were 

very respectful throughout. They learned key information that 
they were able to share with others who were unable to go on 
the trip. Students really enjoyed their time in Berlin and we are 
hoping to run this trip again next year.
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Upcoming Events

Community Carol Service

A service for St Thomas a Becket Catholic Primary School and St Paul’s Academy will 
take place on Tuesday 18th December at 6pm in St Paul’s Main Hall.

This will be a joyful celebration of the gift of the Christ Child involving students 
from both schools in carols old and new, readings and drama. and is likely to be 
one of the highlights of Advent.  There will be a collection at the end of the service 
for the two schools’ advent charities.  Refreshments will be provided.

We look forward to seeing you

Performing Arts

Lots of great things happen in Drama, 
Music and Dance throughout the year 
at St Paul’s Academy. Here is some 
information about two upcoming events:

Rock Challenge

Rock Challenge is a national 
competition where schools compete 
against one another by performing 
an eight minute dance/drama piece. 
Rock Challenge is sponsored by the 
Be Your Best foundation which is 
an anti-drugs and alcohol campaign, 
demonstrating to young people that 
they can get high from performing 
rather than dangerous substances.

Last year we won:

•  Award of excellence for stage crew
•  Award for cultural and education 

achievement
•  Award of excellence for soundtrack
•  Award of excellence for video 

performance
•  Award for healthy lifestyle 
•  Award of excellence for stage use

 This year, we are hoping to bring these 
home and many more!

Our story tells the story of Roald Dahl’s 
journey to becoming a writer. We will 
be showing how Roald Dahl created 
these characters that made him the 

successful writer everyone loves. The 
students will not only be performing 
but taking part in fundraising for their 
costume, set and props. Rehearsals 
are already well under way after an 
audition that over a hundred students 
took part in.

This year’s competition takes place on 
the 28th February 2019 at The Hawth 
Theatre, Crawley. 

A Night at the Movies

Many students have been working 
hard to prepare for our showcase, A 
Night at the Movies. The showcase 
demonstrates the many talents the 
students have throughout the arts.

We will be displaying scenes from some 
very famous movies, songs from much 
loved Disney fi lms and dance routines 
that interpret classic scenes in a unique 
way.

The performance will take place 
on Friday, 30th November in the 
Assembly hall at St Paul’s Academy. 
Doors open at 6.00pm and the show 
will start promptly at 6.30pm.

Tickets are £1.00. Students can buy 
tickets from the Dance studio offi  ce, 
or you can secure a place by emailing 
ellen.ives@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk. 
All proceeds go to funding Rock 
Challenge!

51 Finchale Road, Abbey Wood,
London, SE2 9PX

Tel: 020 8311 3868
Fax: 020 8312 1642

www.stpaulsacademy.org.uk

Term & Holiday Dates:
2018 – 2019

Autumn Term

Wednesday, 5th September
(Year 7 only return)

Thursday, 6th September
(Year 8 – 11 return)

Friday, 21st December

Autumn Half Term

Monday, 22nd October
Friday, 26th October

Spring Term

Monday, 7th January
Thursday, 11th April

Spring Half Term

Monday, 18th February
Friday, 22nd February

Summer Term

Monday, 29th April
Friday, 19th July

Summer Half Term

Monday, 27th May
Friday, 31st May

Wanted: a sponsor
for our Sports Teams

If you can help, please contact
Ozan Akif: Assistant Principal

ozan.akif@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk
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