
Dear Parents, Carers and Families

At the end of the Autumn term 
it was with sadness that we said 
goodbye to Helen Loten,  SENDCo, 
Kelly Barbieri, Housekeeper and 
Bob Pinkerton, LSA.  I would like 
to thank them on your behalf for 
all that they have done for the 
children at St Paul’s and wish them 
well for the future.

I am delighted to welcome Alex 
Dunnett, SENDCo, Angel Downey, 
Housekeeper and Margarit Berndt, 
Teaching Assistant in the Inclusion 
Learning Zone and hope they will 
be very happy at St Paul’s.

Year 11 students are in the fi nal 
stages of preparing for their 
terminal examinations, which 
commence in mid-May.  In this 
lead up there will be PPEs and a 
Parents’ Consultative meeting on 
Wednesday 20 March to support 
the students in being successful.  
Please check the website for 
details of master classes, revision 
sessions and PPEs.  Thank you to 
the Maths & Communications 
Learning Zone for running study 
skill sessions for Year 11 students.

It has been a very busy half term, 
with many enriching activities, 
including the Panathlon, Speak 
Out, Barclays Bank Life Skills, 
Dance events, Rock Challenge, 
visits from theatre companies and 
the many sporting events.

Please have a look at the website 
to read more about the events our 
children have been involved with.

Next half term we will be entering 
the season of Lent and embarking 
on our next round of fundraising.  
Thank you for your continued 
generosity in supporting the 
chosen charities.

Kind regards,

Miss S Malone
Principal
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Year 11 Greenwich Netball 
Tournament Success
Congratulations to our Year 11 Netball girls who have retained their Greenwich 
Schools’ Tournament title.  Monday 28th January saw the girls travel to Eltham Hill 
School to compete in the annual competition.  This year a total of 9 teams entered the 
competition.  With over 100 KS4 girls taking part in the competition this also illustrates 
the signifi cant growth in engagement, participation and talent in netball across a large 
number of schools in the Greenwich borough; a magnifi cent and promising feat.

The girls played 8 games, achieving the following results:

1. St Paul’s Academy Year 10: 6 – 1 (win)
2. Harris Academy Greenwich: 7 – 0 (win)
3. St Thomas More Year 10: 3 – 0 (win)
4. Plumstead Manor: 7 – 0 (win)
5. Eltham Hill: 7 – 0 (win)
6. St Thomas More Year 11: 7 – 0 (win)
7. Blackheath High School Year 10: 9 – 0 (win)
8. Blackheath High School Year 11: 1 – 0 (win)

 The girls played fantastically well throughout the entire competition, displaying 
wonderful teamwork, determination, high levels of fi tness and skill; all refl ective and 
just reward for their hard work, dedication and commitment to training as well as 
the girls’ desire to continuously improve and excel as a unit.

As we go to print, the girls are currently preparing for their fi nal ever Greenwich 
Schools’ League fi xture which they will contest on Thursday 7th February at SPA against 
Blackheath High School.  We wish the girls continued success as they aim to achieve the 
record-breaking feat of a fi ve year unbeaten Greenwich Schools’ League run.

Well done girls!

Miss Duff y
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Youth St Vincent de Paul
At St Paul’s Academy, Young Vincentians 
meet weekly. Recently they created a 
video which explained why being a 
young Vincentian is important to them. 
The video was used by Sister Franca 
at an international conference in Paris 
where they discussed their work with 
young people in diff erent countries. 
Sister Franca belongs to the “Daughters 
of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul.”

From Sister Franca: May I also let 
you know that the meeting in Paris 

went very well and the video from 
the school was well acknowledged 
and appreciated by the sisters who 
attended the meeting with me in 
Paris. We refl ected on the joy of 
being Vincentians, young people 
and vocational discernment. There 
were thirty sisters who attended from 
Australia, USA, Ireland and Great Britain. 
All of whom are involved in one way or 
the other with youth ministry.

51 Finchale Road, Abbey Wood,
London, SE2 9PX

Tel: 020 8311 3868
www.stpaulsacademy.org.uk

Term & Holiday Dates:
2018 – 2019

Autumn Term

Wednesday, 5th September
(Year 7 only return)

Thursday, 6th September
(Year 8 – 11 return)

Friday, 21st December

Autumn Half Term

Monday, 22nd October
Friday, 26th October

Spring Term

Monday, 7th January
Thursday, 11th April

Spring Half Term

Monday, 18th February
Friday, 22nd February

Summer Term

Monday, 29th April
Friday, 19th July

Summer Half Term

Monday, 27th May
Friday, 31st May

Wanted: a sponsor
for our Sports Teams

If you can help, please contact
Ozan Akif: Assistant Principal

ozan.akif@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk
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Growing Against Violence provides 
evidence-based public health and 
public safety education and training 
for children and young people in 
schools. The charity grew out of a 2008 
partnership with London’s Metropolitan 
Police Service and has since been 
delivered to over 165,000 students in 
more than 680 schools, making it the 
largest programme of its kind in the UK. 

On Friday 1st February, all Year 7 
students participated in workshops 
delivered by GAV facilitators. Students 
also took part in E-Safety workshops 
which highlighted the importance 
of staying safe online. During both 
sessions, students learnt about: street 
gangs, knife crime, cyber-bullying 
and social media, sexual violence and 
child exploitation, and police powers 
to stop and search. The sessions were 
informative, hard-hitting yet thought 
provoking. We are fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to deliver these sessions 
to our students.

Year 10 Speak Out
SPA were delighted to welcome 
back Ore Ogunbayi who delivered 
the Jack Petchey ‘Speak Out’ public 
speaking workshops to 60 students in 
Year 10. The workshops are always a 
great success where students get the 
opportunity to hone the crucial skill 
of public speaking. All participants 
delivered a speech to their peers at the 

end of the workshop and the following 
students have been selected to go 
through to the next round: Sheriff  
Adisa, Zarina Thompson, Mary Dada, 
Stacey Ojiako, Jerusalem Daniels, 
Millie Michaels, Wura Adeloye, Riley 
Gavin and Marciel Nascimento. These 
students will take part in an in-school 
competition to decide which two 

students will represent SPA at the 
Greenwich Regional Finals in April. Year 
ten wrote and delivered some inspiring 
speeches and thoroughly enjoyed the 
day, Ibhade in 10D said “I feel so much 
more confi dent speaking in front of 
an audience now” whilst Bilton in 10C 
reminded us that public speaking ‘is 
harder than you think!’

Year 7 – Growing Against Violence
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Stables Gallery at Hall Place Gardens
Stables Gallery is nestled within Hall 
Place Gardens, Bexley. Richard, who I 
am stealthily turning from mentor to 
chauff eur, kindly took us to the gallery. 

The exhibition was titled ‘contemporary 
stitched textiles and mixed media.’ The 
work on show was by a variety of artists 
all belonging to the Textiles Studio 
Artists organisation.

The gallery is very intimate, allowing 
visitors to get up close and personal 
to examine the work. This was a great 
opportunity for students to see work 
that although at fi rst glance seemed 
fairly straightforward, was in actual fact 
quite complex. This gave students ideas 
of how they could apply this approach 
to their work.

To our delight, we found that the 
gallery was staff ed by the exhibiting 
artists. This gave us a rare opportunity 
to speak to them and ask questions 
about their work. I received a tutorial 
on heliographic art (sun printing). 
Needless to say the resources have 
been purchased and we are just 
waiting on the sun to try out this 
technique with Year 9.

Both the gallery and the gardens 
provided the students with plenty of 
imagery to inspire their work within 
the classroom. Michelle has already 
produced a set of prints from her 
photographs. 

As always, our students were extremely 
well behaved. If you have never 

visited, Mrs. O’Farrell and I would 
highly recommend it. The grounds 
are extensive and the gardens are 
impressive. My favourites were the 
topiary creatures. The greenhouse is 
full of tropical plants but the butterfl ies 
were away for the winter. We plan to 
see them in the spring.

‘The Girl That Fell In Love with the 
Moon’ by Zoo Co Theatre Company
‘It wasn’t a particularly spectacular night, 
as Luna sat stargazing in her room’

On the afternoon of Friday 25th 
January, the KS4 Drama classes were 
privileged to be able to see Zoo Co’s 
performance of ‘The Girl that Fell In 

Love with the Moon’. This encaptivating 
and imaginative piece of theatre took a 
comedic and non-naturalistic approach 
to telling a series of stories from the 
point of view of the fi ve characters: 
Luna, Selina, Jack, Clive and Scarlet. 

The piece light-heartedly delves into 
current social issues such as obsession 
and addiction. Basic props and set 
were used to tell the story and create 
atmosphere in a highly intelligent and 
imaginative way. We think this was 
an amazing opportunity for us to be 
inspired as young aspiring actors and to 
help us with our own Drama courses. 

Ellis Gorman & Chelsea Hamshere

Year 10 Winter Wonderland Trip
‘I really enjoyed the Winter Wonderland 
trip as it made me feel very festive. We 
were able to eat a lot of street food like 
chips and churros.  We also went on 
many of the rides and looked around 
the Christmas stalls, which was such a 
great break from the busy school week.’

Charlotte Sarmiento

London Youth Games
On Friday 25th January, 14 students 
took part in the London Youth games at 
The Halley Academy. Our KS3 students 
performed a dance called ‘Revolt’ that 
explored a battle to the end. The judges 
commented on the brilliant use of dynamic 
contrast and how clear the theme was 
executed. Our KS4 students performed 
a dance called ‘We want change’ which 
explored Homeless people in London. The 
judges commented on the brilliant facial 
expressions which helped tell the story 
and showing of their fl exibility. All students 
involved worked really hard leading up 
to the performance due to all the hard 
work our KS3 Dance group came 2nd. All 
students were great ambassadors to the 
academy with excellent behaviour and 
performance skills. Well done to all 
students involved.
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Our NVR programme takes place in a warm and friendly environment and teaches 
parents alternative ways of managing confl ict with their children. 

NVR is designed to help parents and carers to:

•  De-escalate, reduce anger and aggression in the interaction with the child.

•  Stop giving in to demanding and controlling behaviour.

•  Build a support network between home, school and community.

•  Raise their personal presence, determination and persistence by carefully 
planning and carrying out forms of action with the help of other adults.

•  Take action aimed at promoting reconciliation and restoration of fractured 
relationships.

 All are welcome. If you are interested in booking a place on this course or would 
like to fi nd out more, please contact:

Michelle Nelson
NVR/Inclusion administrator
michelle.nelson@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk
020 8311 3868

or 

Áine Allen
Assistant Principal: Inclusion
aine.allen@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk 

SEND and Student
Behaviour Support

Would you like to learn more 
about Student Support at St. 
Paul’s Academy? 

Come and Join us for a Parent /
Carer coff ee morning 

On Wednesday 3rd April
9.45am until 11.15am

You will meet key SEND & support 
staff , school Speech & Language 
Therapist and School Educational 
Psychologist 

Please contact the SEND team for 
further information or to confi rm 
attendance at this event: 

020 8311 3868 ext 137

or email Áine Allen,
Assistant Principal: Inclusion
aine.allen@stpauls.greenwich.sch.uk

COMING LATER THIS YEAR

St. Paul’s Academy Inclusion Team
Support for Parents & Carers

Worried about managing your child’s behaviour?


