Hello Year 7
Try to answer the questions in your
books and complete as many of the
tasks as possible.
If you do not have your book, try to
find a cheap notebook from a shop
like Poundland or complete the work
on file sheets. You could even type it
up if this is possible for you.

Lesson
One

Task: Read the article on the death of Oscar
Wilde. Complete the activities which follow.
The Death of Oscar Wilde
- 30th November 1900 “My wallpaper and I are fighting a duel to the death. One or other of us has got to go.”
These were the last words of Oscar Wilder before he died
of meningitis in a seedy Paris bedsit, penniless, on
30th November 1900. One of the most quoted writers of all
time, Oscar Wilde is perhaps remembered for the wrong
reasons. Had he lived today his story would have been
very different and, almost certainly, his life much longer,
allowing us to enjoy more of his literary output.
Oscar Wilde was an Aesthete. A man who believed so
strongly in art, that art exists for its own beauty alone. He
was a man often ridiculed in the press, especially the
magazine Punch, for his views, flamboyance and wit as
well as later for supposed love with Lord Alfred Douglas,
the son of the Marquess of Queensberry. Two years in
Reading Gaol with hard labour put an end to an extraordinary life that ended aged only 46.
Rather prophetically Wilde had said this, “Everyone may not be good, but there's always something
good in everyone. Never judge anyone shortly because every saint has a past and every sinner has a
future.”
He was born on October 16th 1854 in Dublin, in a house in what is now part of Trinity College,
Dublin. His parents were Sir William Wilde, a leading Irish ear and eye surgeon who also wrote
on archaeology, and Speranza, as his mother liked to be known, who was a revolutionary poet
and authority on Celtic myths and folklore. He went to school in Enniskillen, Portora Royal
School, and then won a scholarship to Trinity College in 1871. After graduating he won a further
classics scholarship to Magdalen College, Oxford, where he won the Newdigate Prize for student
poetry in 1878. He was also fluent in languages – French and German and passable in Italian
and ancient Greek.
He returned to England and lectured about his American experiences, edited art periodicals as
well as being a journalist and writing poetry. In 1884 he married Constance Lloyd, the daughter
of a prominent Irish barrister, and they had two boys; Cyril and Vyvyan. It was for them that he
wrote his collection of children’s stories, ‘The Happy Prince and Other Tales’ in 1888.
It was in the last decade of his life that he wrote the majority of the works for which he is best
remembered. In 1890 he wrote his only novel – The Picture of Dorian Gray – a fantasy novel
about a youth who buys eternal youth at the expense of his soul.

Quick Activities
1. Research any of the vocabulary in the extract
which you do not understand and write the
definition of these words in your book or sheet.
2. How did Oscar Wilde die?
3. What is an Aesthete?
4. In what year did he write his only novel, and
what was it called?
5. “Everyone may not be good, but there's always

something good in everyone. Never judge
anyone shortly because every saint has a past
and every sinner has a future.” What do you

think this quotation means? Could you explain?
6. What languages did he speak?

Lesson
Two

Task: Below is a newspaper cover from
the trial of Oscar Wilde. Look at it closely.

1. Research the trial of Oscar Wilde and answer the
questions below:
a. What was Oscar Wilde on trial for?
b. What was the outcome of the trial?
c. Could you design a newspaper front page for the
trial in the current stage?

Lesson
Three,
Four
and Five

Lesson Three
Task: This is a short story by Oscar Wilde.
Read it, and answer the questions which
follow.
The Selfish Giant.

EVERY afternoon, as they were coming from school, the children used to go and
play in the Giant’s garden.
It was a large lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over the grass
stood beautiful flowers like stars, and there were twelve peach-trees that in the
spring-time broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and pearl, and in the autumn
bore rich fruit. The birds sat on the trees and sang so sweetly that the children used

to stop their games in order to listen to them. “How happy we are here!” they cried
to each other.

One day the Giant came back. He had been to visit his friend the Cornish ogre, and
had stayed with him for seven years. After the seven years were over he had said
all that he had to say, for his conversation was limited, and he determined to return
to his own castle. When he arrived he saw the children playing in the garden.
“What are you doing here?” he cried in a very gruff voice, and the children ran
away.
“My own garden is my own garden,” said the Giant; “any one can understand that,
and I will allow nobody to play in it but myself.” So he built a high wall all round
it, and put up a notice-board.
TRESPASSERS
WILL BE

PROSECUTED
He was a very selfish Giant.
The poor children had now nowhere to play. They tried to play on the road, but the
road was very dusty and full of hard stones, and they did not like it. They used to
wander round the high wall when their lessons were over, and talk about the
beautiful garden inside. “How happy we were there,” they said to each other.
Then the Spring came, and all over the country there were little blossoms and little
birds. Only in the garden of the Selfish Giant it was still winter. The birds did not
care to sing in it as there were no children, and the trees forgot to blossom. Once a
beautiful flower put its head out from the grass, but when it saw the notice-board it
was so sorry for the children that it slipped back into the ground again, and went
off to sleep. The only people who were pleased were the Snow and the
Frost. “Spring has forgotten this garden,” they cried, “so we will live here all the
year round.” The Snow covered up the grass with her great white cloak, and the
Frost painted all the trees silver. Then they invited the North Wind to stay with
them, and he came. He was wrapped in furs, and he roared all day about the
garden, and blew the chimney-pots down. “This is a delightful spot,” he said, “we
must ask the Hail on a visit.” So the Hail came. Every day for three hours he
rattled on the roof of the castle till he broke most of the slates, and then he ran

round and round the garden as fast as he could go. He was dressed in grey, and his
breath was like ice.
“I cannot understand why the Spring is so late in coming,” said the Selfish Giant,
as he sat at the window and looked out at his cold white garden; “I hope there will
be a change in the weather.”
But the Spring never came, nor the Summer. The Autumn gave golden fruit to
every garden, but to the Giant’s garden she gave none. “He is too selfish,” she
said. So it was always Winter there, and the North Wind, and the Hail, and the
Frost, and the Snow danced about through the trees.
One morning the Giant was lying awake in bed when he heard some lovely
music. It sounded so sweet to his ears that he thought it must be the King’s
musicians passing by. It was really only a little linnet singing outside his window,
but it was so long since he had heard a bird sing in his garden that it seemed to him
to be the most beautiful music in the world. Then the Hail stopped dancing over
his head, and the North Wind ceased roaring, and a delicious perfume came to him
through the open casement. “I believe the Spring has come at last,” said the Giant;
and he jumped out of bed and looked out.
What did he see?
He saw a most wonderful sight. Through a little hole in the wall the children had
crept in, and they were sitting in the branches of the trees. In every tree that he
could see there was a little child. And the trees were so glad to have the children
back again that they had covered themselves with blossoms, and were waving their
arms gently above the children’s heads. The birds were flying about and twittering
with delight, and the flowers were looking up through the green grass and
laughing. It was a lovely scene, only in one corner it was still winter. It was the
farthest corner of the garden, and in it was standing a little boy. He was so small
that he could not reach up to the branches of the tree, and he was wandering all
round it, crying bitterly. The poor tree was still quite covered with frost and snow,
and the North Wind was blowing and roaring above it. “Climb up! little boy,” said
the Tree, and it bent its branches down as low as it could; but the boy was too tiny.
And the Giant’s heart melted as he looked out. “How selfish I have been!” he said;
“now I know why the Spring would not come here. I will put that poor little boy
on the top of the tree, and then I will knock down the wall, and my garden shall be
the children’s playground for ever and ever.” He was really very sorry for what he
had done.
So he crept downstairs and opened the front door quite softly, and went out into the
garden. But when the children saw him they were so frightened that they all ran
away, and the garden became winter again. Only the little boy did not run, for his
eyes were so full of tears that he did not see the Giant coming. And the Giant stole
up behind him and took him gently in his hand, and put him up into the tree. And

the tree broke at once into blossom, and the birds came and sang on it, and the little
boy stretched out his two arms and flung them round the Giant’s neck, and kissed
him. And the other children, when they saw that the Giant was not wicked any
longer, came running back, and with them came the Spring. “It is your garden
now, little children,” said the Giant, and he took a great axe and knocked down the
wall. And when the people were going to market at twelve o’clock they found the
Giant playing with the children in the most beautiful garden they had ever seen.
All day long they played, and in the evening they came to the Giant to bid him
good-bye.
“But where is your little companion?” he said: “the boy I put into the tree.” The
Giant loved him the best because he had kissed him.
“We don’t know,” answered the children; “he has gone away.”
“You must tell him to be sure and come here to-morrow,” said the Giant. But the
children said that they did not know where he lived, and had never seen him
before; and the Giant felt very sad.
Every afternoon, when school was over, the children came and played with the
Giant. But the little boy whom the Giant loved was never seen again. The Giant
was very kind to all the children, yet he longed for his first little friend, and often
spoke of him. “How I would like to see him!” he used to say.
Years went over, and the Giant grew very old and feeble. He could not play about
any more, so he sat in a huge armchair, and watched the children at their games,
and admired his garden. “I have many beautiful flowers,” he said; “but the
children are the most beautiful flowers of all.”
One winter morning he looked out of his window as he was dressing. He did not
hate the Winter now, for he knew that it was merely the Spring asleep, and that the
flowers were resting.
Suddenly he rubbed his eyes in wonder, and looked and looked. It certainly was a
marvellous sight. In the farthest corner of the garden was a tree quite covered with
lovely white blossoms. Its branches were all golden, and silver fruit hung down
from them, and underneath it stood the little boy he had loved.
Downstairs ran the Giant in great joy, and out into the garden. He hastened across
the grass, and came near to the child. And when he came quite close his face grew
red with anger, and he said, “Who hath dared to wound thee?” For on the palms of
the child’s hands were the prints of two nails, and the prints of two nails were on
the little feet.
“Who hath dared to wound thee?” cried the Giant; “tell me, that I may take my big
sword and slay him.”
“Nay!” answered the child; “but these are the wounds of Love.”

“Who art thou?” said the Giant, and a strange awe fell on him, and he knelt before
the little child.
And the child smiled on the Giant, and said to him, “You let me play once in your
garden, to-day you shall come with me to my garden, which is Paradise.”
And when the children ran in that afternoon, they found the Giant lying dead under
the tree, all covered with white blossoms.

1. What do you think the moral of the story is?
2. What do you think has brought the change in
heart for the giant?
3. Imagine you are one of the children. Write a
short letter to him after you found his body.

Lesson Four starts here
Creative tasks
Imagine you are Oscar Wilde and you are ordering
a new suit from your tailor (someone who makes
fancy suits!). Use his over-the-top, flamboyant style
to write a letter to the tailor, deciding exactly what
type of suit you would like. Think about colours,
about materials, about how you want it to make you
look…

Lesson Five starts here
Research Task: Do some research on how to write
comedy. Design a step-by-step guide for a
beginner, educating them on how to write comedy.
You can draw pictures to help your readers’
understanding.

Creative Task: Design a film script for the trial of
Oscar Wilde. Think about who would be there, what
they might say, how they would say it. Research
examples of film scripts to help you understand
what they should look like.

Lesson
Six

Siegfried Sassoon

Monday September 04 1967, 12.00am, The Times
Mr. Siegfried Sassoon, C.B.E., M.C., died on Friday at his home. Heytesbury
House, Wiltshire. He was 80.
England has lost one of its most dedicated sons (Sassoon); he became known to
the public in 1916, as one of the soldier poets who stirred the emotions and
thoughts of his countrymen, and his reputation grew after the war with quicker
prose and poetry.
________________________________________________________________
Quick Activities:
1. What is prose? Have you studied prose before?
2. Google Siegfried Sassoon and note down why he was
famous, what he did for his country, how he was received
(what others thought of him?) and why we might study him in
English?
3. What is an obituary?
4. Can you find out what a C.B.E is? Can you Google maps
where Wiltshire is?

Task: This is the start of the obituary for
Siegfried Sassoon. Can you research the facts
of his life and complete his obituary for
publishing in The Times newspaper, young
journalist. Good luck.

Tips: Can you use the information from your
notes in the Quick Activities to help build your
obituary fo Sassoon?

Aim: Two more paragraphs.

Lesson
Seven

The Features of a
News Article
Before you begin on Lesson
Eight, it is important you
understand what a news
article is and how a news
article is structured and all
the features it includes.
On the new page is an example of
what a news article might look like at
a glance.

Quick Activities:
1. Can you look at the words in the blue boxes below? These
are some of the key features of a news article. Write a
definition in your book of what each features includes or is
supposed to do.

Example: HEADLINE: This is a short sentence that grabs the
attention of the reader and offers a brief idea about the article’s
contents.

Quick Activities:
2. Can you research what the ‘Inverted Pyramid’ is (see below)
and decide what makes it such an important part of a news
article?

Lesson
Eight

Read this article about Sassoon …
Siegfried Sassoon – Mad, sad or
heroically confused?
An article from The Independent
To us his anti-war poems and his sensational protest seem
sane (reasonale), but the War Office papers, released
yesterday, said he was mad. What is certainly true, says Ross
Davies, is that he spent his whole life fighting his nightmares.
The War Office considered him "a lunatic". Why else would
he have had a protest against the war read out in the
Commons? His men called him Mad Jack, because of his
recklessness in the trenches, where he was recommended for a
Victoria Cross. Wilfred Owen and Edmund Blunden who
went through the same fire, called him master-poet, patron
and above all, friend.
Whatever you may think of the War Office's description, he
certainly was a man of deep uncertainties. Debate about his
attitudes, his sexuality, and what he intended in some of his
war poems, remains unresolved.
But "friend" is how generations of people trying to make
sense of the British experience the Great War of 1914-1918
have seen Siegfried Sassoon ever since. There are his poems,
but above all there is The Complete Memoirs of George
Sherston, Sassoon's trilogy of fictionalised autobiography,
which is the first stop for many readers on their search to

understand what soldiers had to put up with, and how and why
they stood it. Sassoon himself never really worked that one
out, and he was still trying when he died, aged 81, 31 years
ago.
With a name like Siegfried you might have expected this man
to be on the other side during the Great War. He was thus
named by his mother, a Wagner lover. He was the most
"English" of men, his passions in life before the war cricket,
fox-hunting and writing poems about not much else.
Yet Sassoon comes down to us today as the man who dared to
protest against the war, and with a little help from his friends,
notably his fellow-officer in the Royal Welsh Fusiliers,
Robert Graves, to get away with it. There can be no doubt that
by the middle-point of the war many soldiers on both sides
had come to feel that the fighting was being prolonged
needlessly. Generals far away from the fighting were
combining with windbags in Parliament and moneybags out
of it to fight it out to the last man in the trenches, or so it
seemed to the men in the mud. (THE GENERALS WHO
WERE NOT ACTUALLY FIGHTING DON’T SEEM TO
BE SEEN IN A POSITIVE WAY BY THE SOLDIERS
WHO WERE DOING ALL THE HARD WORK AND
DYING).
Here is the link to the article if you want to try and read on.
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/siegfried-sassoonmad-sad-or-heroically-confused-1142643.html

Quick Activities:
1. What is The House of Commons?
2. What is the Victoria Cross?
3. What is a patron?
4. What is a ‘Wagner lover’?
5. What are the traditions of fox-hunting?
6. What was No-Man’s-Land?

Task: Write your own news article about a
special person you know.
 Can you use some of the structure of
Sassoon’s article above?
 Can you follow the same structure in
places?
 Can you read three more articles
about Sassoon and use them to inspire
your article?

…

The
th
20
Century
Project

Outline: The
Twentieth Century
Project will take
you two weeks.

2 weeks
8 lesson

Why the Twentieth
Century?
Oscar Wilde died in 1900, at the dawn
of the Twentieth Century and Siegfried
Sassoon lived through one of the most
important events during the Twentieth
Century, World War One, The Great
War (1914 – 1918)
This is a century of great change and
innovation which has left its mark on
the world forever.

The Outcome: You will
produced an extended
essay, at least 2 and a
half pages long (written,
or typed font size 12). Do
NOT copy and paste! We
will know!
The title of your essay is:

Why The Twentieth
Century is the most
important of all
centuries.

This century is important
because:
 There were many world events that
changed the course of life.
 There were many famous
inventions created.
 There were many famous people
who influenced the world through
their words, art, literature,
movements, discoveries and
creations.

Lesson
Nine

Task: you will start by creating a poster (I
suggest on A3 paper if possible backed by
card) which will explore and explain what
the most important events of the
Twentieth Century were.

How?
The best way to do this would be by designing a
timeline poster, but it is acceptable if you wish to
create a collage, or even a model (sculpture) if you
are extremely creative.
Can you Google examples on the internet to give
yourself and idea of how you poster, collage or
even model will look?

Example Poster

Example Collage

Example of a model by Homer Simpson

The Plan
Twelve: Select 2 people 2 events 2 ideas
Thirteen: The plan and spine of your essay and
what it will look like.
Fourteen: Writing a good introduction
Fifteen: Writing
Sixteen: Writing
Seventeen: Writing
Eighteen: Writing a good conclusion

Lesson
Eleven

Twenty Questions about the 20th Century to get you
planning for your essay!

1. Who was Sigmund Freud? Why is he so
famous? Find one thing he discovered.
2. Who were The Beatles? What are some of
their greatest hits?
3. What started the First World War, and the
Second World War?
4. Who declared he had a ‘dream’ in 1964 that
all Americans would live equal lives? [Watch
the ‘I Have A Dream’ speech and pick 3 of
your favourite lines from it].

5. Which countries were involved in the Cold
War, and what years did it last from?

6. How many British Prime Ministers were there
in the 20th century? What were their names
and the dates they were PM?
7. Who was the first man to walk on the moon,
and in what year?

8. Which famous ship sank in 1912? Why is this
important?
9. What were the most exciting inventions from
the 20th century?

10.

Which vaccine
was founded in 1955?

11.

What year was
the first mobile telephone created?

12.
Which
greenhouse gas had increased by 25% from
1990 to 1999?
13.

In what year
was the Berlin Wall knocked down?

14.

When was the
Shard built in London?

15.

Who was JFK,
and when/how did he die?

16.

What group of
people were allowed to vote by 1918?

17.
What were the
main changes to transport between 1900 and
2000?

18.

What year was
the Internet discovered? Think of five ways
this changed the world.

19.
When were
credit and debit cards made? What difference
have they made to society?

20.
Think of as
many things which have changed in schools
between 1900- 2000?

Well done if you were able to find out the
answers to all of these successfully. You should
now have a good idea of the main events of the
20th century, and be in a good position to write
your essay.

Lesson
Twelve

Task: You should now have a really good
understanding of the key events from the 20th
century. It is now time to select which parts of the 20th
century you would like to talk about in your essay.
You can’t talk about everything, so in today’s lesson
you will make your choices!

You must select:
1. Two people who you think changed the 20th
century (Martin Luther King? Rosa Parks? Neil
Armstrong?)
2. Two events which you think were really
important in the 20th century. (Was it WW1 or
WW2? The first man on the moon? The discovery
of some new vaccinations?)
3. Two ideas which came about in the 20th century
which you think were really important. (e.g.
Freud’s ideas about dreams, or new ideas about
music, the Suffrage movement, new ideas about
clothing, technology…think outside the box!)

Once you have picked your two people, your two
events and your two ideas, you now need to
complete the following mind-map for EACH
person/event/idea. This means you should have 6
mind-maps in total. These will help you to write your
essay:
What was the impact of the
event/person/idea?

Some key information about the
person/event/idea

(As in, what did they do to change
the century?)

e.g. dates, people involved,
significance today…

Key person/event/idea of the
20th century

Why did you
choose this
person/event/ide
a? Do they mean
something to you
as a person?

An example has been done for you below:
Some key information about the
person/event/idea
It was founded (started in 1903).
Leader: Emmeline Pankhurst
Aim was to get votes for women

What was the impact of
the event/person/idea?
The impact of the
Suffrage Movement was
that people began to take
women a lot more
seriously. Women were
eventually able to get the
vote in 1918 and it
started the movement in
which women were able
to be treated more fairly
than they were before.

Methods they used were protests,
marching, campaigning…

The Suffrage Movement

Why did you choose this
person/event/idea? Do they
mean something to you as a
person?

I chose this movement
because it means a lot to me
as a female. These women
were brave and sacrificed a
great deal to give women
greater freedoms in the
future.

You should now have 6 mind-maps with lots of
facts, information and reasons why you chose
each of these people/events/ideas to include in
your essay. Almost time to begin writing!

Lesson
Thirteen

In this lesson, you will create a plan for your essay. All good writers have a plan for their
work, to make sure that it makes sense and that it reads well.

TASK: Copy and complete the plan for the essay below.
Bullet point at least 3 things you will include each
paragraph. An example is done below for Paragraph One.

Paragraph One:


Paragraph Two:


Paragraph Three:


Paragraph Four:


Paragraph 5:


Paragraph Six:


e.g. Paragraph One:





I will introduce John Lennon from The Beatles as a person who influenced the 20th
century.
I will explain about John Lennon’s impact on life around him in the 20th century
and all of the things he did.
I will explain why I chose him, because I am interested in music and I think the
impact that The Beatles have made is extremely important.

Lesson
Fourteen

In today’s lesson, you will learn how to write a
successful introduction and conclusion. You will
use these skills to write your introduction and
conclusion for your own extended essay.
An introduction is the first thing your reader will
read. It will come even before the first paragraph
on your plan.
A good introduction should contain:
1. An outline of what the essay is about
2. A short list of all of the things you will discuss
in the essay
3. A sentence which links on to the first point.

For example:
This essay will discuss why, in my opinion, the
twentieth-century has been the most important
of all centuries. In this essay, I will discuss famous
people such as Neil Armstrong and Rosa Parks,
new ideas from the

