 Edexcel GCE Business Studies

Summer Transition Project

For your Business Studies Summer project, you are required to research a business of your choice in the following areas. These areas represent the topics you will be studying during the course and this activity will enable you to develop your understanding of theory and context.
For each of the following headings, you must describe your chosen business. The bullet points have been provided as a guide and they ALL need to be addressed in your final write up. 

You may use images or text as supporting documents in your work but these must be accurately referenced.

What does the Business Do?

· Legal Status: Is the business a sole trader, partnership, private limited company, public limited company or a franchise? 

· Which sector does your business belong in – Public or Private?
· Which sector does the business belong in? Primary/Secondary or Tertiary sector?

Entrepreneurship: 

· How did the business begin? Who set it up? And how has it grown?

Objectives:

· What are the businesses objectives? (if you do not know – make a suggestion as to what they may be)

The Market:

· What is the market structure (monopoly, oligopoly or competitive) for your chosen business?

· Who are its main competitors and how much influence do they have?
Marketing:

· What can your business undertake to identify their customer needs?

· Who are the businesses customers? 

· Explain its range of products/services on offer. (Does it have a USP?)

· What methods of promotion has the business used to market itself? (examples needed)

· What pricing strategies are currently being used by the business?

· What distribution channels does the business currently use?

People:

· Who is the work force made up of?  (Technical/skilled/qualified etc.) What are the reasons for this?

Finance:

· What sources of finance are available to your business? (use your businesses legal status to help you)
Production:
· What methods of production are used by your business?
· How do they ensure they provide a quality product/service?
External Influences:

· Which economic influences are likely to have an impact on your business, explain how and why? (changes in taxation/interest rates/inflation/business cycle) 

Presentation:

You must present this work in the form of a written report ensure you use:

· an appropriate font

· clear titles and sub headings

· reference your work 

Time: 
You should spend between six - ten hours to complete this work.  
